
 
October 21, 2004 
 
To: FCC 
From: Joseph P. McNamara, General Manager WBNG-TV (Binghamton, NY) 
 
Comments to FCC 
Re:  Localism Initiatives 
 
Local News:  WBNG-TV produces and airs more than 24 ½  hours of local newscasts 
each week.  These include early morning, midday, evening, late night and weekend 
coverage.  In addition, our website posts new stories every day which incorporate 
streaming video. 
 
Local Public Affairs:   
 
• Our newscasts and broadcast day contain many weekly and daily segments pertaining 

to local issues.  Some of these are as follows: 
 “Around The Tiers”, M-F Action News at Noon, 2-3 minute segment:  

Interviews with various representatives from our community and highlights 
non-profit groups and events. 

 “Community Calendar”, M-Su various times, 30-second PSA 
 “Jefferson Awards”, 1x per month Action News 6pm:  Community service 

award is given to an unsung hero in our area.  One award is given out per 
month, but we promote it on air and accept nominations during the entire year. 

 “Glen Wood Financial”, Fri. Action News 5:30pm, 3-4 minute segment:  
Investment specialist Glen Wood is interviewed and gives financial tips to 
viewers. 

 “Local Business Report”, Fir. Action News 5:30pm, 45-second segment:  
Reports on area businesses, existing and new. 

 “Academic All-Star”, Thurs. Action News 6pm, 1:30 minute segment:  Each 
week a local high school athlete is honored for excellence in sports and in the 
classroom. 

 “Parenting”, Fri. Action News 5pm, 1:30 minute segment:  Offers information 
and advice to parents on a variety of topics related to bringing up children. 

 “Educator of the Week”, Tues. Action News 5:30pm, 1:30 minute segment:  
Nominations from viewers are accepted and each week a different area 
educator/teacher is honored for his/her exceptional teaching.   

 “Focus On Our Schools”, 2x per month , Action News 6pm, 1:30 minute 
segment:  Each segment highlights an issue facing our students such as 
bullying, violence and grades. 

 “Recall Alert”, Tues. Action News 6pm and 11pm, 1-minute segment:  
Products that have been recalled are profiled giving viewers information on 
safety and how to obtain refunds or repairs to the products. 

 “Crimestoppers”, Thurs. Action News 5:30pm, 1:30 minute segment:  Local 
fugitives, or ones that may be in our area, are profiled in this weekly segment.  
Viewers can call with helpful information for police. 



 “Does It Work?”, Wed. Action News 5:30pm, 1:30 minute segment:  Various 
products are tested in our studios to see if they really work and results are 
passed on to viewers. 

 “MedBreak”, Mon. Action News 6pm and Tues. Action News This Morning 
6am, 1:30 minute segment:  Each week a different health topic is discussed 
and helpful information is given to viewers on a variety of health-related 
topics. 

 “AllWays Healthy”, 45-second news segment that airs as a PSA:  This 
segment airs at various times throughout the week and give valuable health 
information to viewers on a variety of topics. 

 “Steps To A Healthier New York”, Mon. Action News 5pm, 1:30 minute 
segment:  Starting September 2004, this new segment features a different 
topic each Monday on what New Yorkers can do to live healthier lives.   

 
• WBNG-TV also frequently conducts viewer polls and opens live phone lines during 

newscasts for the community members to express their opinions on a particular topic. 
 
• Several times per year WBNG holds phone banks to such non-profit organizations 

such as the Red Cross, United Way and Children’s Miracle Network to help raise 
money.  These phone banks are held during our live newscasts. 

 
Creating or Selecting Programming / Political:   
 
• WBNG-TV has preempted network programming when we feel other programming is 

of more interest to our local community, such as local sports shows and holiday 
specials.  

•  Our station also opens our studios to local politicians who want to express their 
views. 

• November 2004-  major local political candidates offered 2 minutes free airtime 
during newscasts to relay any message they want to the public. 

 
Emergency Programming:   
 
• WBNG-TV provides live and on-the-scene coverage of emergencies, weather,  crime 

and similar events whenever possible.   
• We also provide on-screen crawls for severe weather alerts as well as participate in 

AMBER ALERT and EBS.  
 
Civic, Cultural and Other Community-Responsive Programming / Music / 
Community Activities:   
 
• WBNG produces a weekly religious show called “Encounter”.  This show discusses 

recent local and worldly events as perceived by various religions and denominations.  
Different weekly guests are invited to participate in the discussion. 

• WBNG sponsors  and promotes many local community events during the year.  Some 
examples are Chris Thater Memorial (Stop DWI), Danielle 5K Walk/Run (Stop DWI 



event), Stop DWI Holiday Classic (basketball fundraiser), Health Expo (held at our 
local mall), Making Strides Against Breast Cancer, Red Cross blood drives, School 
Supplies drive, Coats For Kids drive, Empire State Games, USTA Binghamton 
Professional Tennis Tournament, Spiedie Fest and Balloon Rally, YES: Safe Choices 
for Kids, Salute to Nurses’ Week, Healthy Heart Campaign, CHOW Food drive, 
NYSBA Job Fair, Binghamton Regional Airshow, BC Open (golf), Binghamton 
Summer Music Festival, First Night Binghamton, Fenimore Art Museum/Farmers’ 
Museum, Otsiningo Pow Wow and Harvest For Hunger food drive phone bank.  

• Our station also airs many PSAs during the year.  Some examples from this past year 
are:  Traffic Safety Click It Or Ticker, Army National Guard, Traffic Safety 
Summertime, Nurses’ Week, Hospital Week, STAP AIDS Walk, BOCES So 
Much/Studio, YES” Safe Choices For Kids, Family Enrichment Network Food 
Stamps, Catskill Hospice Benefit, Downtown Singers, Care Corps, Girls and Boys 
Hotline, Volunteer of America, Red Cross, Alzheimer’s, Donate Life (organ 
donations), BOCES School Vote, American Diabetes, Make A Wish Foundation, 
Colorectal Cancer.   

 
 
 


